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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NEW DELHI 782 
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TAGS: ASEC, NSU 

SUBJECT: DIPLOMATIC PASSPORT FOR REGIONAL SEABEE 
REF: NEW DELHI 17226, 16578; STATE 273595 

1 . ON JANUARY 13 AN INCIDENT OCCURRED AT DACCA AIRPORT 
WHICH FURTHER EMPHASIZED THE NEED FOR A DIPLOMATIC 
PASSPORT FOR THE REGIONAL SEABEE. IMMIGRATION OFFICES 
DENIED SEABEE WILLIAM H. HEDGES PERMISSION TO EXIT DACCA 
BECAUSE HE FAILED TO REGISTER WITH LOCAL POLICE DURING 
HIS TDY PERIOD. THIS REQUIREMENT, WHICH WAS NOT BROUGHT 
TO THE ATTENTION OF MR. HEDGES, CAUSED A TWO DAY DELAY IN 
HIS RETURN TO POST. 

2. THE REGIONAL SECURITY OFFICE FEELS THAT THIS INCIDENT 
COUPLED WITH THE PROBLEMS RECENTLY ENCOUNTERED BY 
MR. HEDGES PROVIDES SUFFICIENT EVIDENCE THAT A DIPLOMATIC 
PASSPORT ISSUED TO THE REGIONAL SEABEE NEW DELHI WOULD BE 
IN THE BEST INTEREST OF THE US GOVERNMENT. 
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